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Ancient Free and Accepted Masons
Est. Anno Lucis 5787 Oct 29th

February A.L. 6021

Events This Month
Stated Meeting
Saturday, Feb. 13 at 9:00 AM
Breakfast at 8:00 AM
Designated Officers Only
Ritual Practice
Every Wednesday Night
6:30 PM at Masons' Hall
RR19 Virtual First Friday
Friday, Feb. 5 at 6:30 PM
Zoom Address: Check
Website Calendar
Masters & Wardens Meeting
Saturday, Feb. 20 at 8:30 AM
email rwmawyer@comcast.net
Philosophical Society

Thursday, Feb. 25 at 6:30 PM
at Masons' Hall
Masons' Hall Address

FROM THE EAST
by Worshipful Jake Crocker
Brethren,
I hope you are all well and off to a great start to 2021! After the
challenging year we’ve all just experienced I’m hoping the sun shines
brighter on all of us this year.
Speaking of the sun, our historic home had another moment in the sun
with Masons’ Hall being featured on the front page of the January 2,
2021 edition of the Richmond Times-Dispatch following the
completion of the exterior paint project. A great moment that was the
result of the hard work and dedication of so many brethren, the
Masons’ Hall 1785 Foundation, and the generosity of others in the
community who understood the importance of saving Masons’ Hall.
In addition to the fresh exterior paint, we’ve got a few more surprises for
brethren and visitors upon our eventual full return to the work of our
lodge. The lodge room is now outfitted with handsome and
comfortable benches that previously occupied Temple No.9’s lodge
room at the Scottish Rite. We’ve also added the portraits of the two
Saints John from that same lodge. Continued...
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Other recent improvements include the old second-floor Royal Arch storage having been completely converted into
our new museum room. Our third-floor library has improved with the addition of a conference room table and a
wonderful collection of books from the Scottish Rite’s collection thanks to the diligence and persistence of Worshipful
Donald Cunningham. Rehabbing the shutters is next and we’ll have a historic marker dedicated after our May stated
by the Daughters of the American Revolution which will include a visit by the Grand Master.
This month (February) we’re only allowed to have ten designated members attend but we’re optimistic that will
change sooner rather than later as the Covid positivity rate continues to decline and vaccines continue to roll out.
We’re itching to get back to work and have an abundance of well-qualified men knocking on our door ready to
contribute and strengthen our brotherhood even more. In the meantime, we’re still holding Wednesday in-person
practices, our philosophical society meetings, and zoom socials so don’t be a stranger. Stay safe, stay positive, and
thank you all for being a part of the rich tradition of Richmond Randolph No.19!
Fraternally,
Jacob A. Crocker
Worshipful Master

FROM THE SECRETARY
by Worshipful Donald Moro
Venmo has recently been added as a payment option for Dues and Donations. This helps reduce costs as
Venmo payments are free whereas Paypal charges $8 each time you pay your dues.
In the Venmo app, choose to pay @richmondrandolph19.

You can also find a QR code to scan on this

Trestleboard or by clicking on the Pay With Venmo link on our website, richmondrandolph19.com. From the
home page, choose the option for Contributions and Dues.
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Richmond Randolph Lodge No. 19, AF&AM
Mailing Address P.O. Box 23160
Richmond, VA 23223
Email secretaryrr19@gmail.com
Website richmondrandolph19.com
2021 Lodge Officers
Wor. Jake Crocker Worshipful Master
Bro. Chandos Carrow Senior Warden
Bro. Kyle Bourne Junior Warden
Bro. Lawrence Pearson Treasurer
Wor. Donald Moro Secretary
Bro. Shane Flansburg Senior Deacon
Bro. Matthew Maggy Junior Deacon
Rt. Wor. Bill Heltzel Chaplain
Bro. John Sibley Senior Steward
Bro. Sami Dodhy Junior Steward
Bro. Zachary James Marshall
Bro. Donald Cunningham Tiler
February Masonic Birthdays
Bro. Earl Clark
Bro. Jacob Allen
Bro. Kenneth Wright
Bro. Matt Murcin
Wor. Chad Vanderpool
Bro. J. Scott Tucker
Bro. Brent Arnold
Bro. Anthony Alapatt
Bro. Jesse Wingate
50 Year Members
Wor. Robert Bedell
Bro. Ralph Braun
Wor. George “Skip” Brooks
MW Stuart Cook
Bro. Horace Dowdy
Bro Walter Henry Jr.
Wor. Charles Hundley
Wor. Waverly Marshall
M.W. Fred Martin
Bro. William Perkins
Bro. John Stenstrom
60 Year Members
Bro. Bedros Bandazian
RR #19 Living Past Masters
Robert Bedell, 1971
Lothar Bernhard, 1988
Larry Dixon, 1995
Anthony Pearce, 1997
Marc Graham, 1999
Gordon Sprigg, Jr., 2000
Barrye Absher, 2005
Thomas Breeden, 2006
Wade Evans, Jr., 2007
Edward Winder, 2008
Charles Sykes, 2009
William Heltzel, 2010
James Duke, 2011
Paul Dierickx,2012, 2013
Lee Oppenheim, 2014
Michael Joyner, 2015, 2016
Charles Hundley, 2017
Chad Vanderpool, 2018
Donald Cunningham, 2019
Donald Moro, 2020

Life Members in Perpetuity
Rt. Wor. Barry Absher
Bro. Douglas Mack
Bro. Ronnie Childs
Bro. Anthony Pearce
Wor. Paul Dierickx
Rt. Wor. Charles Sarbaugh
Rt. Wor. James Duke Jr.
Bro. Christopher Shuman
Bro. Peter Francisco
Wor. C. Thomas Sykes
Rt. Wor. William Heltzel
Bro. Curtis Thompson
Bro. Francis Romero
Bro. Ian Nelson
Bro. Benjamin Barrett
Bro. Jacob Allen

FROM THE TREASURER
by Brother Lane Pearson
To receive your 2021 Dues Card, please send your dues payment
of $275 to the Lodge using the Contributions and Dues link on our
web page, by check mailed to P.O. Box 23160, Richmond, VA
23223 or you can pay the Secretary at the next meeting. Please
support your Lodge and pay your dues as early as possible.

THE ESOTERIC CORNER
By Bro. Leon Zeldis, Past Sovereign Grand
Commander of the Scottish Rite Supreme
Council of Isreal
Masonic teachings are acquired and developed only by personal
effort and involvement, by experiencing the ritual ceremonies.
Masonic degrees cannot be received by mail or through the
Internet, like diplomas after concluding a course of study. Ritual
and symbols are dead letters when on the printed page.

Only

when the words and actions come to life, only by personally
experiencing the ceremonies they become reality.

Seeing only the external aspects of
ritual, one may be inclined to call it
a theatrical game. Indeed, when
ritual is performed without proper
preparation, as a charade, a series
of actions, words and gestures
carried out without thought, ritual
becomes a parody.
But ritual can also become the key to unlock a deeper, more immediate
understanding of human nature than what is imparted by logical
discourse. Ritual incorporates the accumulated experience of wise men
who lived in ages before science and the scientific method were
dominant, an experience expressed in legends and symbols.

When

Freemasonry itself is considered as a philosophical institution, that is, an
association of free men, lovers of knowledge, then, and only then, we can
begin to appreciate the value of ritual and symbol in our work.
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PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY TOPIC FOR FEBRUARY
by Brother David Allen
This month's discussion will focus on leadership .

Come prepared to discuss what makes for good

leadership; how leaders can serve those they lead, and what makes a person intelligent in working with other
humans. Think about examples from your own life of the best leaders you've worked with, and the smartest
"people person" you know. Emotional intelligence is the ability of people to recognize the emotions of
others, discern between feelings and label them appropriately, and use this information to guide behavior,
and adapt. Studies have shown that people with high emotional intelligence show better mental health and
job performance.
Questions we might explore:
(a) Emotional temperaments
(b) How can we improve ourselves in our daily relationships?
(c) what does it mean to be "emotionally intelligent" as a Mason?
References for Reading & Preparation:
* MindTools: Emotional Intelligence in Leadership
* Reading Emotions from Faces: Emotional Intelligence Quiz
* Northeastern University: 5 Leadership Styles & How to recognize your own
* ShortTalk Podcast: Masonic Leadership

RR19 LAYS CORNERSTONE AT CHRIST CHURCH
Submitted by Rt. Worshipful Donald Traser
Richmond Dispatch, Thursday, September 18, 1884
CHRIST CHURCH CORNER-STONE
Masonic Ceremonies and Address from the Rev. Preston Nash
The corner-stone for the new Episcopal church to be erected at the corner of Venable and Scott streets
was laid yesterday evening at 5 o’clock with Masonic ceremonies.

Yesterday, Richmond-Randolph Lodge No. 19, Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons, met at their hall, on Franklin street, and, under the escort of
Richmond Commandery, Knights Templar, proceeded to the scene of the
interesting ceremonies. A large number of people witnessed the laying of the
corner-stone and the rites and ceremonies incident thereto. The Rev. Preston
Nash, assistant rector of St. James’s Church, delivered the address.

He

referred to the many persons present as representatives of the various secular
interests, and as evidencing by their presence their unity in sentiment and
sympathy with the work about to be begun. Consonant with this thought was
the subject of his address—“The Influence of Christianity on Civilization.” He referred to the progress of the age in
art, science, literature, and mechanics. From this the pessimist and the fanatic have drawn conclusions prejudicial to
Christianity because it does not rival them in display and pageantry.
Continued on next page...
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Continued from previous page...
He contrasted the condition of men and women in Christian lands with that of their fellows in the brightest days of
heathenism, and asked, “Do we owe this to civilization if civilization means only the intelligence to enact and the power
to force law?" If it means only a high degree of learning and an advanced state of culture; if it means only the ability to
plan and execute great financial enterprises, then why was it not man’s condition under the Caesars; why was not such
his lot in the day of Greece’s intellectual prosperity; why lacked he such blessings when Lucullus could spend millions
on his fish-ponds, and the mistress of a heathen emperor waste the ransom of kings on a single robe? Do we not owe the
blessings which to-day we enjoy to a civilization whose wise laws, whose conspicuous learning, whose financial
enterprises are influenced or controlled by the doctrines and teachings of the Man of Nazareth?
Referring to Christ church, he said: “Christ church has come up through great tribulation. Twice has its house of worship
been burned; once has war called its men to the field and interrupted its services; sickness has caused its rector to
resign; death has invaded its secret chancel. In 1812 the Presbyterians built the old Pineapple church, on Grace street.
In this building, in 1829, Christ church was organized by the Rev. Mr. Lee, who, in 1833 resigned and founded the
Southern Churchman. The Rev. George Woodbridge succeeded Mr. Lee. In 1845, Mr. Woodbridge, with a large part of
Christ-church congregation, took possession of Monumental church. In 1853 the Rev. Mr. Carmichael took charge of the
remnant in the old Pineapple church. In 1854 the Rev. Mr. Webb succeeded him. Two years after the old house was
burned, leaving, however, the basement in which, in 1858, the Rev. R. H. Wilmer (now bishop of Alabama) reorganized
the church. During the war the congregation was broken up. The Rev. Mr. Lindsay organized a Sunday school in 1869.
From this grew the present congregation, who built a new house of worship in 1872. Of this new church, the Rev.
Messrs. Barrett, Jackson, and McCulloh have been rectors. This building was burned in the early part of this year.”
Concluding, he thanked the Masonic fraternity for their interest and cooperation, and, paying a tribute to the energy and
zeal of the officers and members of Christ church, appealed to them to build their spiritual house upon the one
foundation, which is Christ.
The following articles were deposited in the corner-stone of the church: Short history of Christ church, constitution and
by-laws of Christ church Temperance Society, statement of present organization, societies, &c; journal of last Episcopal
Council of Virginia, held in Christ church, Winchester, May 1884; copy of by-laws of Richmond-Randolph Lodge No. 19,
A.F.&A.M; programme of this corner-stone laying. Complete list of daily newspapers as follows: Richmond “Dispatch” of
17th September; Richmond “Whig” of 17th September; “The State” of 17th September; “The State” of 3rd March,
containing an account of the burning of Christ church. List of religious papers (weekly circulation): “Southern
Churchman,” Episcopal; “Richmond Christian Advocate,” Methodist; “The Central Presbyterian,” Presbyterian; “Religious
Herald,” Baptist; “The Campaign,” political weekly; “Vennor’s Almanac,” year 1884; “Chataigne’s Richmond Directory,”
year 1884. Premium list of Virginia Agricultural Society, 1884; catalog of Medical College of Virginia, 1883-’84. The
following donations from Major John F. Mayer, Esq.: autograph note from the late Confederate General Robert Edmund
Lee, dates 9th March, 1863; Confederate States Treasury note for $100, dated 29th September, 1862; Confederate
States Treasury note for $100, dated February 17th, 1864; Confederate States Treasury note for $50; Confederate States
Treasury note for $20; Confederate States Treasury note for $10; Confederate States Treasury note for $5; Confederate
States Treasury note for $1; Confederate States Treasury note for fifty cents. Coins: Silver 25-cent piece, silver 10-cent
piece, nickel 5-cent piece, copper 1-cent piece, copper 1-cent piece, 1830. Silver 50-cent piece of year 1795,
contributed by Mr. W. H. Acree. United States postal note. United States postal card.
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