UNIQUE EVENT

Just preceding the Graod Annual Comununication, oo the evenlag
of February &, 1908, a epecia) communication of Rickmond Randoiph
Lodge, No. 19, A. F. and A, M, (which Lodge Las centinuous records
frem 1785 to date), was held in the “Masons Hull" Richmond, Vi,
tho «ldest Masonic builiding in Amerivn and the firse erecled for parsly
Masuic purposes.

This communication was keld for the purpose of tandering a re-
ception to Worshipful Leonard G, Roberts, Master of 8¢, John's Lodze,
Bosten, Mass, the oldest Masonle Ledge io Amerliea, charctered in
1733.

Tha sentiment inspiring the event was intensibed by the fact that
an Apcil 2, 1866, in tha milst of the excitemeo: of the evacusiion
of e city aud the greet fre, when thousands of perro 2laves lusd Tesn
Sal [rea in & moment, all Jaw cud order apolighed, bocdlums, desayters,
gpfeg and oriminals, crawling from thelr hidiog placss to bhurn wod
pillage, and onethlrd of the eity—It8 business sectionin flames,
a Federal colonel halted the column of United States troops and put
noguard, compossd of Masons, over thoe hntlding, and thus preserved
this bistaric huilding and chose priceless renords.

The sentiment was alsa Intonsified because £t John's Eadge.
Douton, had, in OQulober, 1908, enterfuiced al theic 195t aouiversary
the Grand Master of Masons e Virginla, tegsther with the Grand
Masters of the old thirtoen States, Malne, Vermeut sud Nova Scotls,
excapt. the Orand Master of Georgla, who could nas be present. Wor-
shipful Brother Roborts and his wife were in Richmond gs the invited
ruesis of the Grand Ledge of Virginla. He wns wseorled to the Lodpge
by Grand Master Joseph W. Beplesion, Grand Junivr Warden Willisio
L. Andrewe and Grand Seupjor Deacon Pullip K. Davman, When [n-
troduncsl to the Ledge, ke Zoond wood fires torning In the two great
fireplaces (tha first thoe for unearly fifty years), the ronm lizghted
tioth by candles and electric Hgzhts, thus Unking the eighteenth and
the twentieth centurice, and fifteen of the officers and tnemmberg In
colonial coslutnes, fmpsrsonalivg Johu Blalr. Governor of Virginin
and Grapd Masler; Jawess Mercer, Clhiel Juslics of Virginla (who
wrote Mary Washington's will) and Grand Master; Bdmund Haus
dolph, CGovernor of Virginia sand Grnd Naster; Afexander Moni
gomery, Omnd Master; Thomas Matthews, Grand Master; John Mar-

shall, Chief Justice United Htates nnd Grand Master; Robert Brooke,
Governor of Virginia nnd Grand Master; Depjasain Day, Grand Mas
tor; Willlam Austin, Grand Muster; Willlam W. Hening, Urand Mas
tor; John H. Foushes, Grand Mastor; Solomon Jacobs, Grand Muster;
D, W, Patteson, Grand Master; Robert G. Scott, Grand Master; Wil
llam H. Mitzwhkylsonn, Grand Master,

There were more than two hundred presest iz this old hall, for
many years the meeting place of the Grand Lodge of Virglnfa. The
old records were on exhibition, beginnlog in 1757 asd including the
receplion given Lafayette there In 1324, with his and his escorts’ sig-
natures  Thers wers also mapy records of bygone days displayed,
among them 2 sabre left (n the ante-room by op= of the many Unlted
States soidiers, who met there, voluntarily, to devizse means of relief
of the saferings of the families of Confederate soldiers still fighting
thelr wmay to AppomaltoXx.

The cersmonies wers olaborats, and refect credit on the Worship-
fol Master, C. P. Eldridge, and the other officers and mombers of this
historic Lodge. Hrother Roborts wis presented with a large, framed
picture of the bhullding exterfor, Lodge room and Chapter rcom, He
was also presented with a portzalt of His Excelloncy, Governor Ran.
dolph, who signed the ¢harter and after whom the Lodge was named;
o complete st of worklung tools, rshioned from the timbers of the
bullding. Including & trowol hammaored out of nalls. The portralt of
Bdmund Randolph was prasented by Right Worshipful Ben. . Owon
on behal! of Mancheater Lodye, No, 14, A roasted “posaum,” with an
apple In Ita mouth, waz bDrought fn on A platter and formsliy pre.
sented by Right Worshipful Brother Owen on bebalf of the same
lLodge, which bas had n "possunt feast™ annually for more than a
bundred years, Thé feast which [ollowed was in imitation of those of
the sighteenth rentury, and consisted in part of the “possum™ and
incindad the bowl of punch, which our fathers thought indigpensable

Thus were the oldest Loldge apd the oldest Lullding lnked to-
pether.




