
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Esoteric Corner 
Editor's Note:  Effective altruism (EA) is the topic for January's 

Philosophical Society discussion on Sunday, January 22, 2023 at 7:30 

PM .  Click on the Lodge Calendar for a Zoom link. 
  

Disgraced FTX CEO Sam Bankman-Fried embraced EA, using it to 

justify donations to "longtermist" charities like bioterrorism 

prevention and risks from artificial intelligence. 
 

Questions for Consideration 

• Should our Lodge adopt an effective altruism philosophy in its 

giving?  

• Are the charities we support the "most effective?" 

• Criticisms of effective altruism include that for large donations, 

effective altruism could direct the funds inefficiently (for 

example, give 10,000,000 people $10 vs. spending $100,000,000 

to develop a vaccine).   

• Does EA seem to ignore the pressing needs of today in exchange 

for ensuring a better tomorrow?  If so, is that wrong? 

The following article was generated by the OpenAI ChatGPT, a 

remarkable artificial intelligence language generator.  Given Sam 

Bankman-Fried's investments in anti-AI, we thought it would be 

interesting to see what the AI had to say about effective altruism. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Effective altruism is a philosophy and social movement that aims to 

use evidence and reasoning to determine the most effective ways to 

benefit others, and to take action based on that evidence. It is based on 

the idea that people should use their resources, including their time, 

money, and skills, in the most effective way possible to make the 

biggest positive impact they can. 

https://www.richmondrandolph19.com/calender-trestle-board


 

Effective altruists believe that the most important factor in 

determining the impact of an action is how much it helps others, 

rather than how it makes the person taking the action feel or how it 

conforms to traditional ways of doing things. They also believe that it 

is important to consider the long-term consequences of our actions, 

rather than just the short-term effects. 
  

Effective altruism has gained traction in recent years as a way for 

people to make a meaningful 

difference in the world. One way that effective altruists make a 

difference is by donating to effective charities, which are 

organizations that have been shown through evidence and careful 

analysis to be particularly effective at doing good. These charities 

might work on global health, education, animal welfare, or any 

number of other issues, but they are selected based on their 

demonstrated effectiveness in achieving their goals. 
  

Another way that effective altruists make a difference is by using their 

careers to do good. This might involve working for an effective 

charity or using their skills and expertise to make a positive impact in 

their field. For example, an engineer might work on a project to 

improve access to clean water in developing countries, or a policy 

analyst might work on creating more effective policies to reduce 

poverty. 
  

Effective altruism has been criticized by some for being too focused on 

maximizing impact and not considering other factors, such as 

personal fulfillment or the needs of the individual taking the action. 

Others argue that effective altruism can be too focused on global 

problems and not enough on local issues, or that it ignores the root 

causes of social and environmental problems. 



 

However, many effective altruists believe that by using evidence and 

reason to guide their actions, they can make the biggest positive 

difference they can, while still considering the needs and values of all 

involved. Ultimately, effective altruism is about using our resources in 

the most effective way possible to make the world a better place for 

everyone. Effective altruism is a philosophy and social movement that 

aims to use evidence and reasoning to determine the most effective 

ways to benefit others, and to take action based on that evidence. It is 

a form of philanthropy that seeks to maximize the positive impact of 

charitable giving, by focusing on causes and interventions that have 

the greatest potential to improve the lives of others. 
 


